Canada and the French
attention to this fact, and one cannot feel that they did so
with any friendly purpose. They have gone about amongst
the Poles, the Hungarians and Catholic groups from other
countries, and have said: "Surely you always thought that
your priests could not marry? Look at these Ruthenians.
The Archbishop of Winnipeg seems quite friendly with
them though they are married. Why should not you do
the same? Why, in fact, not become Protestant and join
the religion of your new country?"
It can well be understood how the ignorant peasants
from Europe would be horrified to see a married priest,
being quite ignorant of the history of the rites of the
Ruthenian Church.
The Catholics have appealed to Rome constantly, and
Archbishop Synnott of Winnipeg spent much time there
discussing this matter with Pope Pius XI at the beginning
of his reign. There can be no complete solution to the
problem; the whole thing must be let develop with time.
But there is a grave danger not only to the Catholics of
Canada but to Canada as a whole. The Central Europeans
came to the Dominion determined to start a new life.
They are cut off from their former homes, their former
relatives and their former traditions. They feel this loss,
,but at the same time they are not too much worried about
it. Their ambition is to start a new life, to make a great
fortune, and they are ready to accept everything in the
new country at its face value.
Many of them therefore are also willing, at least at
first, to accept the new religion, as they think it is, of
the new country, and they become Protestants at least for
the time being. It is, however, not a bigoted statement
on the part of a Catholic to say that when a Catholic,